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NATIONAL YOUTH WEEK 

Statement by Minister for Youth 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West — Minister for Youth) [3.12 pm]: I would like to take this 

opportunity to highlight to members the success of National Youth Week, celebrated from 13 to 22 April 2012, 

and the West Australian Youth Awards, hosted on 19 April 2012. 

National Youth Week is an opportunity for young people to be recognised for their valuable contribution to their 

local communities. This year’s theme was “Imagine. Create. Inspire.”, and young people across Western 

Australia certainly demonstrated their imagination, their creativity and their capacity to inspire us all. The 

Department for Communities allocated $80 000 in grants to 80 organisations across Western Australia hosting 

National Youth Week events. The success of these grants was highlighted in the fact that 51 of the 80 events 

were hosted in regional areas, giving communities right across Western Australian an opportunity to participate 

in such an engaging week. Every event had a youth committee, so most of the organising was done by young 

people. As a result, some captivating ideas were put forward, and resulted in the My Dish Rules challenge in 

Albany, the Aqua Olympics in Carnarvon and the Amazing Race in Kondinin, to mention a few. 

The Department for Communities and the National Youth Week young people’s planning committee launched a 

one-stop-spot for National Youth Week, with the introduction of the Youth Hub. The Youth Hub was the home 

for workshops, youth forums and an array of activities throughout the week. The official National Youth Week 

launch took place in Bunbury with the Grassroots festival. The Grassroots festival promoted activities such as 

BMX and skate contests as well as a sideshow alley. It gave service providers and youth organisations an 

opportunity to raise community awareness on issues facing youth and provided educational materials to 

community members. The culmination of the week took place with the youth markets. The youth markets had 

more than 30 stalls, which gave an opportunity to enterprising young people to sell their wares. 

A key event that took place during National Youth Week was the WA Youth Awards. The Department for 

Communities presented the awards in collaboration with the Youth Affairs Council of Western Australia. The 

event is an opportunity to recognise and reward the accomplishments of young people, youth workers and 

community organisations. These people have excelled in the areas of citizenship, mentoring, leadership, 

conservation, artistic pursuits and recreation and in helping others overcome adversity. 

The winner of the WA Youth Award was a regional contestant, Brittany Moxham, who devotes her time to 

helping the youth of Roebourne and Karratha. It was obvious from the high calibre of nominations that the state 

is in good hands. The gala ceremony was another successful element of National Youth Week, and everybody 

involved in the planning and participating in this event should be commended on their efforts. I would like to 

take this opportunity to thank the long-time sponsors involved in events across the state. 

 


